Power Structure and Democracy in Latin America


Latin American democracy is affected by (1) political culture; (2) functioning of the electoral system; (3) work of the public institutions; (4) political parties and civil organizations; (5) economic and political elites; (6) policy orientations; and (7) the international regime.  


In terms of consolidation of the democratic system, Latin American countries can be categorized as (1) consolidated, i.e., Costa Rica, Uruguay and Chile; (2) relatively stable, i.e., Brazil, Mexico and some other major countries of the region; (3) weak and risky, i.e., most of the Central American and Andean countries.


One of the most threat for Latin American democracy comes from (1) the inequality of income distribution which tends to cause social tensions; (2) authoritarian leaders who are democratically elected but fail to respect democracy after coming into power; (3) the military, which might intervene in politics when the social and economic conditions become uncontrolled by the civilian leaders.                                                                                           
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