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Catholic ethics is the foundation of Latin American culture. As the legacy of Spanish and Portuguese colonization, it has had great influence upon Latin Americans’ ideology and behavior. It has also become one of the major factors of long-term underdevelopment in the region.

Both Catholicism and Protestantism belong to Christianity, but have different ethics. This difference can explain the divergent economic performance in South America and North America, where Protestantism has been dominant. Therefore, for Latin America, in order to break off underdevelopment, it is necessary to eliminate the underdeveloped state of mind first. 

