Policies to Tackle Social Issues by the Ruling Parties in Venezuela       Lin Hua


Since 1958 presidential office was rotated among the four political parities.  In the 1960s and 1970s Venezuela was governed by the two major political parities, i.e., Democratic Action (AD) and Social Christian Party (COPEI). In order to consolidate the democratic system, the two parties put forward their own platforms based on the notion of social justice.  They also carried out social reform programs by taking advantage of the great wealth of oil incomes.  Subsidy was increased to maintain low price levels, the health care system was improved and education was given emphasis in both urban and rural areas.  With the rise of the people’s living standards, the middle class grew rapidly.



In the 1980s, however, with the drop of oil prices and economic hardships, the ruling parties could not find enough resources to deal with the social issues.  As a result, social development was slowed.


The victory of Caldera’s National Convergence or Convergencia in December 1993 fundamentally changed the political pattern of governing by the two traditional parties. But the new government was faced with much more serious social problems.  It implemented many social programs, but not all the social problems could be resolved.


When the Fifth Republic Movement (MVR) in power, Chavez amended the constitution and increased the power of the citizen.  In the economic and social development plan for 2001-07, social equality was emphasized, and the low income class in particular was given many sorts of assistance in economic and social areas.  In addition, MVR carried out educational and health-care reforms and used oil incomes to generate employment and fight against poverty.

