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In the second half of the 19th century the rapid growth of the export economy in Mexico created great demand for labor.  Unlike Argentina, Brazil and some other Latin American countries, which relied on Europe for the importation of labor force, Mexico attracted many workers from China.  Therefore, Mexico took an active attitude towards the establishment of diplomatic relationship with the Qing government of China.


Chinese workers made great contributions to the early development of the Mexican economy.  Entering the 20th century, however, Mexico started to adjust its policies towards the Chinese immigrants.  When the Mexican revolution broke out, Chinese workers were discriminated, and violent expulsion took place in many places.           
