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What many people call the left in Latin America today is just one of the two political forces in the region’s capitalist camps, namely, the left-wing and the right wing.  Moreover, the label of the so-called left-wing government is designated simply in contrast with those that have actively implemented neoliberal policies since the 1990s.

The major causes behind the rise of the Latin American left can be summarized as the following: 1) neoliberal reforms since the 1990s were not successful; 2) the traditional parties in the region fell into disarray; and 3) the democratic institutions have resurged across the region in recent years.

The left-wing governments in Latin America can be categorized into two types.  The moderate ones, like those in Argentina, Chile, Brazil and Uruguay, prefer to proceed with the existing goals in the current political framework and economic institutions. Their main efforts are to properly deal with the relationship between economic growth and social development. However, it is still too early to say that they have the determination to abandon the neoliberal policies totally so as to find an alternative path of development.


The radical left-wing governments, as are frequently dubbed by many observers, in Venezuela and Bolivia, have acquired the following characteristics:  1) Politically, they have put forward the notion of participatory democracy; 2) economically, they have been trying to do away with neoliberalism; 3) both have declared that they will pursue “socialism”; and 4) they maintain good relations with Cuba and adopt anti-U.S. policies by resisting FTAA.

