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When the Sino-Latin American relations are moving forward swiftly in recent years, the United States has been preoccupied with its anti-terrorism war.  At the same time, the Latin American left-wing forces have been on the rise in the region’s political stages. As a result, some American people have been showing concern over China’s presence in Latin America.

American reaction to the development of Sino-Latin American relations can be categorized into two schools.  On the one hand, China’s warming relations with Latin America is seen as a threat to the United States; on the other, it is perceived as an opportunity.

The Bush administration tends to believe that the United States, rather than Latin America, is the priority of China’s foreign diplomacy. Therefore, the White House would evaluate the Sino-Latin American relations in the larger framework of U.S.-China relationship.

