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Mexico’s foreign policy has undergone through three stages: 1) Before the 1970s it was characterized as being passive and defensive, and its focus was on the bilateral relations with the United States.  2) From the 1970s to the early 1980s, it gradually moved out of isolation and started to emphasize diversified diplomacy by participating in world affairs and strengthening Third World unity.  3) Since the mid-1980s, it has been shifting toward economic diplomacy.  In this process the government has redefined the meaning of national security by going beyond the traditional boundary of the relations with the outside world.

