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Since the 1990s Indians in Latin America have been waging a struggle for their own rights.  This social movement of the Indians reflects the rise of a new social force in the continent.  It exhibits the following characteristics: 1) It calls for comprehensive rights for the Indians and claims for territories that belonged to the Indians before the conquest five centuries ago. 2) It is shifting from the traditional Indigenism to Indianism.  3) It applies new ways to carry out their struggles.  


Governments in many Latin American countries have taken up an active attitude towards the demands of the Indians.  For instance, constitutions have been amended to offer more legal protections for the Indians.  However, since the issue of the Indians is a part of the overall social problem in Latin America, it will not be resolved in the short term.

