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As early as in the colonial period Latin America’s environment was beginning to be destroyed.  In the age of industrialization of import substitution in the first half of the 20th century environmental degrading accelerated.  By the mid-1980s high growth of the industrialization drive came to a stop.  However, as Latin American governments cannot manage the resources effectively in the face of globalization, the environment is still going for the worse.  Therefore, Latin America must implement effective policies to ease the situation and pursue a path of sustainable development.

