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Since the late 1990s several traditional parties in Latin America have been declining in strength and influence.  Some of them were even defeated in national or local elections.  Those traditional parties that do win the presidency are not up to the expectations of the voters in terms of governing the country.


There are two basic reasons for this decline.  On the one hand, shortcomings and flaws can be found in these parties’ guiding theories, institutions and organizations.  On the other, their governing abilities are so weak.  All of these indicate that many countries in Latin America are facing a crisis of governability.

