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Mexico’s agricultural sector has undergone through three stages.  In the ISI period, i.e., from the late 1930s to the mid-1980s, it was under heavy protection of the government. In the next stage, i.e., from the mid-1980s to 1992, protection was steadily reduced by the GATT membership in 1986. The present stage started in 1992.  Since then the government’s agricultural policies have witnessed significant transformation due to the enactment of a new agrarian law in 1992 and NAFTA membership in 1994.  

At present, Mexico’s agriculture and food production still suffer from low output and weak technological capacities.  This is mainly due to the fact that the government continues to implement the technological policies designed in the ISI period, and these policies are not compatible with the reality of increased foreign competition.
(Zhong Xiwei)
