Economic Integration of the Americas: Its Theory and Practice

The economic integration of the Americas comprises of South-South and South-North co-operations. Theoretically it is based on neo-liberalism and neo-structuralism while it draws on Simon Bolivar’s idea of continental unity, ECLAC’s structuralism and Pan-Americanism. It had undergone three upsurges individually in the 1960s and 1970s, the 1990s and the early 21st century. Due to the dominated position of the United States on South-North cooperation, its 2008 presidential election will have a major influence on the regional integration. In addition, the South-South cooperation is facing remarkable uncertainty because of the institutional failure and deficiency of strong leadership.  
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