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Aiming at winning the support from labor organizations and Latin American immigrants, President elect Barack
Obama tended to take a flexible stance on trade issues. His protective claims basically serve as a tool of coordinating

interests among those interest groups.

(Sun Hongbo)

Obama and the US Foreign Policy toward Cuba (pp. 22 -25)

U. S. President — elect Barack Obama, who once promised stronger diplomatic efforts towards Cuba, is

expected to relieve the tension between the two countries. However, due to the existence of powerful anti — Cuba

interest groups and deeply rooted Cold War thinking in the United States, a U. S. government tending to take any

substantive policy changes in the field will be brought under extremely intense pressure. In addition, the global

financial crisis needs the U. S. policy makers to handle it as the highest priority. Therefore it is reasonable that the
incoming Obama government will continue to follow a hard - line stance in its relations with Cuba.

(Qi Fengtian)

On Sino — Latin American Trade Conflicts (pp. 46 -50)
High economic complementarities between China and Latin America are pushing the rapid growth of their
bilateral trade. However, China’s surging export to Latin America has stirred concerns in the regional countries.
Since the end of 1980s, they have continued to take antidumping measures as one of the major trade remedies to
China. Currently, China is a major victim of Latin America’ s antidumping measures. The trade conflicts between
them, the leading factor restricting the bilateral relations, have the following features: Latin America’s unilateral
trade punishment on China, the increasing involvement of the regional countries and products, and the diversification
of trade remedies in Latin America. Therefore, it is necessary for China to take advantages of the rights granted by
its WTO membership to respond to those antidumping claims. In the meantime, China should take positive actions
to adjust its export strategies and normalize Chinese enterprises’ overseas behaviors, aiming at building more
flexible economic cooperation with Latin America.

(Yue Yunxia)

Brazil’ s National Innovation System: Contradictions and Frangibility

(pp. 51 -56)

Brazil boasts a quantity of top — quality universities and the best postgraduate education in Latin America and

has attained considerable development in science and technology. However, it is fairly ineffective in applying those

achievements in facilitating the economic and social development. The research fruits by colleges and institutes were

often shelved and ignored due to low efficiency of the mechanism transferring knowledge from them to industry. On

the other hand, the business firms played a minor role in promoting innovation. Those factors have largely restricted
Brazil’ s performance in the global competitive scenario.

(Song Xia)



