An Analysis of the Governability Crisis in Argentina
During the 20th century and especially since 1983, the year of the reestablishment of democracy, Argentina was plagued by political instability and economic stagnation, which undermined the popular support for government and the legitimacy of democracy and resulted in repeated governability crises. Institutional weakness is regarded as the major reason, which is manifested in the path dependency of political, cultural and historical legacy, the failure of check-and-balance system, and the widespread popular discontentment as an outcome of lack of an effective system of interest expression. The economic crisis in 2001 shows that it is extremely pressing for Argentina to improve and consolidate its governability. The ruling elite has recognized that it is necessary to achieve interest balance between various interest groups and foster common idea on a new development mode by promoting the civil participation in policy making. Indeed, “Argentina dialogue” is the latest and typical example for the purpose. (Guo Cunhai)
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