Frederick Turner’s Frontier Hypothesis and the Borderland History in Latin America

(pp. 45-50)
According to Frederick Turner, an influential American historian, the origin of the distinctive democratic features of the American character has been the American frontier experience. However, in most cases, his Frontier Hypothesis is proved not to be applicable to Latin America. The borderland history shows that in regional countries, the frontier didn’t function to create freedom or reform society due to a variety of unfavorable geographical and cultural factors. On the contrary, the expansion toward the frontier led to consolidation the hierarchy and emerged to be an incentive to intensify violence and political instability.                (Dong Jingsheng)

