Catholic Church and Political Development: The Case of Latin America
The Catholic Church began its era in Latin America in the late 15th century and could once claim a near monopoly of adherents. It helped to spur the western conquest of the New World with its emphasis on missions to the indigenous peoples, controlled many aspects of the colonial economy, and played key roles in the struggles for independence. Nowadays it continues to be among the most important institutions playing a prominent role in the region. It has long been criticized for helping to maintain an anachronistic social system and economic underdevelopment-low levels of education, a rigid class system, disinterest in economic achievement and valorization of order and tradition. With the rise of liberation theology in the 1950s it turned attention to unjust economic, political, or social conditions, attempting to be more closely involved into political process in the region.  (Yuan Dongzhen)
