Venezuela’s Social Organizations during the Chavez Presidency
The Chavez government usually attaches great importance to promoting the development of social organizations featured by communal councils, cooperatives, and community media which serve as the catalyzer bringing a positive interaction between grassroots and local government. As a local autonomous organization, communal councils contribute greatly to institutionalization of civil participation into public affairs. They are part of a broad effort to build a new political system of participatory democracy, in which citizens have control over the decisions that affect their lives. Cooperatives are regarded by the Chavez government as a key way of achieving endogenous development. The 1999 constitution requires the state to promote and protect cooperatives. With the active legal support from the state, community media is undergoing a rapid development as an alternative to traditional mass media and trying to provide people with a new angle of understanding the contemporary development process in Venezuela.(Wang Peng)
