Integration in Latin America:
From Economic Partnership to a Political and Economic Alliance
The integration in Latin America is originated from Simon Bolivar’s idea of the union of independent nations in Latin America. Thanks to the European economic integration and ECLAC’s Regionalism, Latin America met a rapid development of integration after the World War Two, which resulted in a variety of regional and sub-regional integration organizations. During the 1970s and 1980s the integration once fell into stagnation. But in the 1990s, it regained the momentum with the guidance of open regionalism. The established sub-regional organizations underwent a reform and a series of new organizations came into being including the Southern Common Market, the Union of South American Nations and the Bolivarian Alliance for the Americas. Based on economic results, the regional integration efforts began to involve political agenda. In 2010 the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States was founded which opened up prospects for the establishment of a region-wide political and economic alliance.     (Shen An)
