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Abstract: In 2011, the cabinet corruption scandal posed a great challenge for President Dilma Rosseff’s first year in power. It was especially thorny issues for the Rosseff government to deal with the opposition’s media campaigns and to achieve the internal balance of the ruling coalition. The economic growth in 2011 decreased to less than 3%, due to the world economic downturn and the European debt crisis. Poverty reduction and social security remained to be the priorities of the government in 2011. The positive effects of these efforts gradually appeared. President Rosseff continued to follow the principles of the Lula Government. Against the backdrop of the transformation of international political structure, Brazil boosted its international status and achieved a greater diplomatic confidence.
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