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Abstract: In 2011, Nicaragua's Ortega won a landslide re-election victory, which made him able to strengthen the control over the ruling party, parliament and national authorities, and that thus reflected the growing concentration of executive power. The opposition refused to recognize the election results. But, as a result of the election, there was a realignment within the opposition. Nicaragua was gradually recovering from adverse impacts of the global financial crisis, and sustained economic growth. The government made efforts to expand social spending and promote poverty reduction.  Nicaragua succeeded in improving relations with Honduras, but the boundary disputes with Costa Rica remained unresolved. Its relations with the United States and the EU also needed to be strengthened.
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