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Latin America and the Caribbean ranks one of the most peaceful regions in the world. In 2011 regional countries pursued to boost their mutual trust and defense cooperation by developing bilateral and multi-lateral mechanisms. Argentina and Brazil established the strategic alliance and planned to cooperate in the production of military equipments. The sovereignty dispute over the Malvinas Islands between Argentina and Britain continued to escalate, which worried regional countries for a potential military conflict. Overall military spending in the region was increasing in recent years. Regional countries stepped up military procurement to achieve the modernization or replacement of old arsenals. But there were not yet indications that an arms race was developing. The region was confronted with challenges from organized crime and terrorism, which were the issues deserving of greater focus and vigilance from regional governments. Anti-drug cooperation was still the foundation of the U.S.-Latin American security cooperation. The United States expected to combat drug trafficking jointly with regional countries to improve its public security. 
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