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State-building is a term used describing the construction of a functioning state. According to the modernization theory, it means that the state adapts its structure and function to meet demands stemming from the transition from an agricultural society to an industrialized one. In Latin America, it is a concept involved with integrating political and societal forces, resolving political divergences, building up political functions, and creating political competitiveness and stability. Only by establishing a powerful government, regional countries were able to motivate the modernization process and develop cohesion to overcome challenges from it. The experiences from the region show that state-building is a prerequisite for a late-developing country to implement government-directed modernization strategies. It has been proved to be a failure to push for state-building merely by transplanting democratic institutions from western countries. Localized practices such Populism and the Third Way have demonstrated their rationality and feasibility, reflecting the significance of institution rejuvenation to adapt democratic ideas to localized environment.                                   (Cheng Hong, Zhang Qingwen)

