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    Since the beginning of the 21st century, Latin America has witnessed a remarkable improvement of income distribution. There are three major reasons contributing to this change. First, the enhanced mobility of the labor market has narrowed the gap between the high-income earners and the lower-income ones. Second, the spending for social security and welfare has occupied a much larger part of the total social spending, which means that non-labor income has become an important source of income for a part of poor families. Third, as a result of the advancement of female education, the fertility rate has continued to decline, which contributes greatly to relieve the family burden of women and promotes their ability to participate in economic activities and subsequently increases family income.                ( Qi Chuanjun)

