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After three years of preparation, the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States was established at the end of 2011. It is the first trans-regional integration organization excluding the United States and Canada, resulting from joint efforts of all regional countries. It is an event of historical significance. It inherits the legacy of Simon Bolivar, seeks to build consensus and promotes common development in the field of politics, economics and culture, aiming to develop into a regional organization like the European Union. With a strong anti-US and anti-imperialist orientation, it reflects a rising regional self-awareness and poses a potential challenge to the U.S. hegemony. However, due to the difference in political systems, economic development levels, diplomatic priorities and strategic expectations among member countries as well as the U.S. containment, the Community will be confronted with numerous challenges in the future.
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