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social contradictions in contemporary China marks a new era for socialism with Chinese characteristics. It is an endogenous
and spiral transformation of the social formation of socialism with Chinese characteristics. It gives socialism with Chinese

characteristics a fundamental and materialized driving force in the new era.

Perceiving and Grasping the Power of Truth—Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, Xi Jinping and the Communist
MAREESto ++++++vvveverereresem ittt Li Dongdong and Shi Zhong (31)

The Communist Manifesto is the source that nourishes the belief of the Chinese communists. It has deeply influenced
the leaders of the Communist Party of China from generation to generation, including Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping and Xi
Jinping. The Communist Manifesto is a programmatic document leading the advance of socialism, and it has been used by
the Communist Party of China to guide Chinas revolution, construction and reform. The Communist Party of China has
inherited and developed its scientific principles and has been a faithful heir of its spirit. The unity of theory and practice is

the basic method of learning and carrying forward the spirit of the Communist Manifesto.
¢ International Affairs e

The Situation in Cuba and Sino-Cuban Relations During the Transition of Cuban Top Leaders
.................................................................................................................. Yang Jianmin ( 36)
In April 2018, Diaz Canel was elected Chairman of the State Council and Chairman of the Council of Ministers in the
Ninth National People’s Congress of Cuba. It marks a crucial step forward in the election of Cubas top leadership.
Compared to the Raul Castro administration, the new administration shows some new characteristics. Politically, a new and
more diversified leading group is formed with “the new taking main responsibilities while the old playing a facilitating
role. ” Economically, the new leading group will continue to carry forward Raul Castro’s project of updating socialist model,
rapidly develop non—public economy and slowly advance the reform of state-owned enterprises. For a better international
environment, the new leading group will maintain and develop relations with Venezuela and the left-wing governments in
other Latin American countries, and actively improve relations with Western countries. However, it will also have to face
the tough challenges of “the declining left and rising right” as the current political pattern of Latin American politics, as
well as the great pressure from US-Cuban and Cuban—uropean relations. In the Sino-Cuban relations, China remains a
stabilizer in Cuba’s diplomacy and foreign trade, as well as a strong backing in its foreign relations. Cuba plays an important
role as a strategic pivot in the spheres of geopolitics, ideology and Sinodatin American cooperation. It is of the common

interests for both countries to correctly position, further strengthen and continue to carry forward the Sino-Cuban relations.

The General Election in Cuba and Its Implications to the Intergenerational Changes of Cuban Leadership and
FUture CRAIlEnges -----«vvveeeeeeeessemmtmtttit ittt Fan Lei (42)

In April 2018, Diaz Canel was elected the Chairman of the State Council and Chairman of the Council of Ministers in
the Ninth National Peoples Congress of Cuba. The state power of Cuba was handed over smoothly to the next generation of
Cuban leadership. A political pattern is formed that “join the new with the old and, with facilitation from the old for the
new. ” Canel’s winning the election is the result of both his solid working experience and the institutionalization of team
building for party and government cadres in Cuba. Since the 1990s, Cuba has survived the “special period of peacetime”
under the leadership of Fidel Castro, and experienced the process of “updating” economic and social model for economic
growth and improvement in people’s living standard under the leadership of Raul Castro. Shouldering the arduous task of
achieving prosperity and sustained development of socialism, the new generation of leaders will lead Cuba into a new era of
deepened reform. The governing capacity of the new Cuban leadership is to be tested out under extremely complicated
domestic, regional and international situation, tough challenges of the economic difficulties, the task of further “updating” ,
the strained Cuban-US relations, the changing political structure in the Latin America, and the instable geopolitical

environment.
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