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Social Pension and Targeted Poverty Alleviation in Latin America
Qi Chuan_jun 105

Poverty of the old people is a long—term social problem in many developing countries. Social
pension has been widely used as a tool for targeted poverty alleviation for the elderly in Latin
America. Statistics of relevant international institutions show that at present, 25 countries and
regions have introduced or strengthened the social pension system, accounting for more than
two thirds of the Latin American economies. The widespread use of the social pension system
to support the elderly in Latin America is the result of many years of bumpy development of the
pension system; it is not something achieved by chance. The poverty alleviation programs
targeted at the old people have proved effective and sustainable in helping alleviate their
poverty and the developing world can learn from those countries from the following four
perspectives. First, they should recognize that social pension can serve as part of the targeted
poverty alleviation funds. Second, they should grasp the general development law of the
pension system. Third, they should correctly understand the function of the social pension
system. Last but not least, they should well balance model selection and long—term cost control.

Role of Status, Causes and Labor Market Policies in Working Poverty: EU
Experiences
Zhang Yinghua 121

Working poverty refers to working people unable to lift their families out of poverty. Analysis of
EU-SILC data shows that the main causes of working poverty include low wages, unstable
income, and inadequate employment. The case of the Netherlands can serve as a valuable
empirical reference. The Security—Flexibility map shows that since the 1990s, EU labor
market flexibility has enhanced while security receded, which has resulted in higher risk of
working poverty among temporary contract workers. By comparing the “Flexicurity” policies of
the Netherlands and Denmark, one can find that the Netherland’ s policy, which features
“normalization of atypical work”, were more favorable to peripheral workers. This article
estimates that China has more than 33 million poor workers in urban area, accounting for 8.4
percent of total urban employment. It is suggested that China should learn from the
Netherlands and reinforce income maintenance for peripheral workers while promoting flexible
employment.



