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Historical Background and Main Features of the Formation of Vocational
Training System in Latin America
SONG Xia
( Institute of Latin American Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100007 China)

Abstract: The vocational training systems in Latin American countries were formed under specific econom—
ic and technological political demographical and educational background. Owing to different historical
trajectories and varied national conditions Latin American countries established different kinds of voca—
tional training systems. These systems however showed similar features in their formative stage. Latin
American countries adopted a unique financing model called parafiscal contributions. The purpose of vo—
cational training during 1960s and 1970s was to improve labor productivity of the modern sector and pro—
vide skilled labors who could use complex technology in the manufacturing or industrial sectors. But only
a small part of “blue — collar elites” were benefited from vocational training whereas the most vulnerable
groups in the non — formal sector employment were excluded.
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