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answers to the type of neighborhood diplomacy China needs. The central ideas
that inform China’s neighborhood diplomacy in the new era include the follow-
ing: (a) creating a friendlier neighborhood to serve China’s development,
which highlights the proactiveness and the objective of Chinese diplomacy, (b)
building a harmonious neighborhood through consultation and joint efforts,
which recognizes the agency of all regional players and seeks to unleash the po-
tential of the region, (c) making sure people in the region gain more benefit,
which emphasizes the valuc orientation and driving force of China’s neighbor-
hood diplomacy, and (d) contributing Chinese solutions and wisdom to
regional governance, which points to the role of institutional and conceptual in-
novation. Taken together, these ideas provide scientific answers to the
important question of “how to approach China’s neighborhood diplomacy.” In
order to implement the new concepts, China has adopted a top-down approach
that features bottom-line thinking, strategic planning, and defending the na-
tional interest. The approach also seeks to focus on primary issues, and to im-
prove the provision of public goods. Through these efforts, China has made
substantial progress in its neighborhood diplomacy, enriching its thinking on
great power diplomacy with Chinese characteristics.

[Key Words]) the New Era, China’s neighborhood diplomacy, major country
diplomacy with Chinese characteristics, Communicty of Shared future for
mankind, regional public products

Western International Relations Scholars’ Attitude toward Marxist In-
ternational Relations Theories by Hua Yong
[ Abstract] According to most Western international relations (IR) scholars,
Marxism has little to offer for IR except the imperialist theory by Lenin.
Lenin’s theory has been criticized by both realists and liberals on methodological
and empirical grounds, faulting it for failing to live up to reality. In response,
by using Marxist concepts and methods, Western Marxist scholars have summa-
rized the characteristics of Marxist thinking on international relations, criticized
the ahistorical nature of mainstream IR, and highlighted the historicality of na-
tion-states and the international system. These efforts have enriched our under-
standing of globalization and inter-state telations, and shed light on the root
causes of the 2008 financial crisis. They bear witness to the theoretical value and
timeliness of Marxist thinking on international relations.

[Key Words] Marxism, Marxist thinking on international relations, World So-
ciety, historical materialism

Changes and Trends in Latin American Politics by Yuan Dongzhen
[ Abstract) In recent years, democracy and stability in Latin America have been
gradually consolidated, as the political institutions continue to function normal-
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ly, political life is carried out in an orderly manner, and social contradictions or
conflicts remain under effective control. However, clements of uncertainty,
instability or risk still remain due to the possibility of institutional failure, un-
certainty in political development, and regional instability caused by disagree-
ments among Latin American countries. In the new international and regional
environment, a series of changes are taking place in Latin America’s political e-
cology and socio-political landscape. As a result of the accelerating “shift from
left to right” in the political pendulum and the receding “pink tide” that lasted
for nearly two decades, the left-wing ruling parties are facing more difficulties
while the so-called Socialism of the 21st Century has encountered new setbacks.
However, the influence of the left-wing political forces in the region cannot be
underestimated. Some left-wing governments that continue to govern are
making adjustments in their policies and governing approaches, which tend to
be more moderate and pragmatic. The process of “upgrading” in Cuba has en-
tered a new phase and will have an important impact on Latin American politics.
[Key Words) democratic quality, institutional capacity, political and social
conflict, pink tide, Cuba’s “upgrading”

Iranian Diplomacy under the Rouhani Presidency by Zhao Guangcheng
[ Abstract) Hassan Rouhani was elected Iranian President in 2013 amid the inter-
nal and external predicaments caused by the eight-year presidency of the conser-
vative Ahmadinejad. Rouhani faced two major political tasks when he took of-
fice: the first was to improve the worsening economic situation due to lengthy
international sanctions, and the second was to ease the mounting international
sanctions imposed by the West in response to Ahmadinejad’s radical diplomacy.
While taking measures to address pressing domestic needs, he worked to
conduct nuclear negotiations and improve relations with the United States. The
nuclear negotiations with the US and the rest of the West led to an overall im-
provement in Iran’s foreign relations, resulting in considerable improvement in
the domestic economic situation and people’s livelihood. But because of the per-
sistent structural obstacles between Iran and the US, and Iran’s aggressive re-
gional diplomacy, the Trump Administration withdrew from the nuclear deal
and resumed sanctions, exerting “maximal pressure” on Iran. Yet, the Rouhani
government has not announced the resumption of its nuclear program, and has
worked with the European Union, China and Russia to salvage the nuclear a-
greement. It has also substantially strengthened economic and trade cooperation
with China, Russia, Europe and regional countries. This measured response has
partly offset the negative effects of Trump’s policies.

[Key Words] Hassan Rouhani, Iranian diplomacy, nuclear issue, Iran-U.S. re-
lation
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