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@ Policy Speech by Mr. Taro Kono, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan, May 20, 2018. https: //www.
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Latin America

Sun Hongbo

Abstract: Japan adopted a special pattern of diplomacy toward Latin America under the
background of the big powers strategic competition in this region. As Japan rose up
economically since 1960s, Japan—Latin America relations entered a golden era, and
Japan expanded rapidly its political influence in Latin America. By the end of 1990s,
Japan was still regarded as the most influential country from Asia in this region. Since the
beginning of the 21th century, Japan attempted to obtain Latin American countries’
support to pursue its global political power status. In view of its strategic alliance with
U. S., the pattern of Japan’ s foreign policy toward Latin America is characterized by the
follower strategy and the diplomacy autonomy, which reflected both the trait of the post—
war international regime, the Japan—U. S. Alliance, and the trend of the world multi -
polarization. From the historical view of Japan’s policy toward Latin America, it was
evident that Japan defined its national interest in Latin America from multi—dimensions that
included resource supply security, international export market, and the diplomatic interest
for the global political power. In view of the different period of Japan’s relationship with
Latin America, Japan’s policy practice also accumulated rich experiences and lessons for
other Asian countries.

Key words: Japan—Latin America relation, strategic competition, follower strategy,

diplomacy autonomy, economic diplomacy, global political power

China’ s Cultural Diplomacy Towards Brazil: Practices and Challenges

Zuo Xiaoyuan

Abstract: Cultural exchanges and cultural diplomacy have always intertwined with foreign
relations. Brazil, a major power in Latin America, has always been at the focus of China’ s
Latin American strategies. This article explores the evolution of China’ s cultural diplomacy
towards Brazil since the establishment of the People’s Republic of China and the
challenges it faces, demonstrating that the transformation of international situation and
relevant changes in perceptions have impacted China’ s policies and practices of cultural
diplomacy. In more than 70 years, China’s cultural diplomacy towards Brazil reveals
different characteristics in different historical period. This is not only the result of the
transformation of international political and economic situations and the growing power of
the two emerging economies, but also a reflection of changing perceptions of China on the
world and itself. China’s cultural diplomacy towards Brazil has promoted mutual
understanding and enhanced China’ s soft power in Brazil. However, the effect of cultural

diplomacy is influenced by various factors. To better formulate and effectively implement its
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