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The Acceptance and Rejection of the Western Theory of the Soul by Yi Ik a Silhak Scholar in
the Late Choson Dynasty
Huang Zhipeng

Abstract: Yi Ik, a famous Silhak (practical learning) scholar in the late Choson Dynasty, attached great
importance to Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confucianism and practical learning, and he also did in-depth research on Western
learning. Yi Ik had a dual attitude towards the Western theory of the soul: on the one hand, he accepted the
concept of three degrees of the soul and combined it with Xunzi’s thoughts of “On the Regulations of a King”,
and introduced the idea of three degrees of xin (heart); on the other hand, he refused to accept the notions of
“the immortality of the soul” and “Heaven and Hell”. His acceptance and rejection were based on Confucianism
and practical learning, and did not criticize the Western theory of the soul as “heretical learning” or “egoistical
learning™.

Key words: Yi Ik, the Western theory of the soul, the three degrees of xin

The Image of China in the Writings of Nicolas Tanco Armero, a Colombian Sinologist in the
Nineteenth Century
Guo Cunhai & Zhang Jingting

Abstract: Through an interpretation of the travelogue Viaje de Nueva Granada a China y de China a Francia
by the Colombian sinologist Nicolas Tanco Armero, it could be seen the image of China in the eyes of Tanco, a
Latin American. On the one hand, he affirmed Chinese moral and social norms as well as Chinese culture and its
virtues; on the other hand, he could not get rid of the narrative mode of Western centralism. He also showed many
prejudices against an understanding of China. In his writing, China exists as “the other”, with a sense of distance
and compassion in his words. A sound understanding of the contradictions and the identity of Latin American
intellectual elites represented by Tanco help us to understand the source of their cognitive biases against China and
to bring up to date our way of communication with Latin American societies.

Key words: Colombia sinologist, Nicolds Tanco Armero, the image of China, duality, identity cognition

Sinology Studies in Mexico: History and Status Quo
Li Xinghua

Abstract: Based on the original Spanish texts and the data of sinological research in Mexico, this paper
systematically discusses the developmental trends and problems of sinological research in Mexico. At present,
the study of sinology in Mexico has expanded from the initial reports of friendly people visiting China to various
research institutions regarding China’s social, political, economic, historical and literary fields. Moreover, Mexico
also takes full advantage of the fact that the official language of most countries in Latin America is Spanish, and
takes the lead in developing a regional communication platform to promote the sharing of the achievements of
sinological research and update the related information in the region.

Key words: Mexico sinology, holistic view, missionary



