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Abstracts

region. Both the haves and have- nots met in
one moment of change and called for the end
of corruption, despotism, and the hegemony of
a state that abused their basic rights. Yet the
history and contextual reality of a region largely
built on suppressing “difference” ended up
producing different forms of inequalities that
manifested themselves in other forms of
injustice. This paper aims to shed light on the
changing understanding and perception of
“equality” and “inequality” within the context
of the Arab region before and after the “Arab

Spring” uprisings.

Poverty and inequality in Latin
America. From the latest trends to a
new agenda for development

Gerardo Caetano and Gustavo De Armas

Inequality continues to progress at a rapid pace
on the Latin American continent, in spite of
social achievements reported over the past
Those

inequality, rooted in a long- standing tradition,

decade in the region. levels of
still pose one of the main challenges to combat
poverty, sustain sovereign economic growth and
affirm democracy in Latin America. The
authors revisit first the evolution of poverty and
inequality in the region over the past decades.
They point out that the reduction of poverty,
indigence and inequality in income distribution
experienced by most countries in the region
has not sufficed to bridge other gaps that have
historically marked the outlines of the region.
Income asymmetries and poverty risks across

ethnic groups, geographic areas (rural versus

urban), age groups and gender, are still
challenges to be addressed. There should be an
integrated and renewed agenda of policies
intended to overcome poverty to consistently
reduce the inequalities that still fragment the

world.

Whither income inequalities?

Jomo Kwame Sundaram and Vladimir Popov

Some major trends in world income inequalities
and relevant economic trends are reviewed
here. In the several decades after WWII, there
had been indications of a reversal of the
growing income divergence between North and
South after over half a millennium, especially
in the last two centuries. However, since late
1980s and early 1990s, income inequalities
within most countries have been growing again,
social  tensions,

increasing which  may

jeopardize growth in some countries and
reshape global economic competition. In the
1960s, when the profit rate and capital’ s share
of national income in Western countries were
highest, income inequality within countries was
at a historical low. Since the 1980s, the
increasing share of profits in national income
and rising inequality within countries have

gone hand in hand.




